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1.     Executive Summary 

 

Why is this report being 
brought to the Board? - 
Relevance of this report to 
the priorities of the Locality 
Plan, the JSNA or integrated 
working 

The Health Protection Board reports to the Health and 

Wellbeing Board during the COVID pandemic. 

The HP Board is a subgroup specifically considering the 

response to COVID-19 outbreaks in Salford 

Health and Wellbeing Board’s 
duties or responsibilities in 
this area 

There are other subgroups of the HWB Board like the Salford 

Time to Act group who are considering the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on health inequalities. The LPG/JSNA 

subgroup is being reconvened in 2021 to consider the Joint 

Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA), assets, strengths and 

gaps going forwards for the Locality plan. 

Key questions for the Health 
and Wellbeing Board to 
address - what action is 
needed from the Board and 
its members? 

The HWB Board are asked to note the assurances and any 

risks from the HP Board regarding the measures being taken 

to respond to COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in Salford.  Local 

programmes have been deployed for rapid testing and 

vaccination in addition to the support to key settings and 

oversight of the local patterns of transmission. 

What requirement is there for 
internal or external 
communication around this 
issue? 

The HPB are now producing weekly messages to the public 

and stakeholder organisations in Salford.  

https://www.salford.gov.uk/people-communities-and-local-

information/coronavirus/coronavirus-level-in-salford/  

This follows the daily and weekly updates of the data showing 

where the virus is currently circulating. The positivity rate is a 

good measure of low uptake of testing and we are working to 

tackle vaccine hesitancy among key workers and community 

groups. Outreach community engagement is led and 

undertaken by volunteers alongside staff in the CCG and 

council. The Health Improvement Service are leading the 

COVID risk health checks for the people who live or work in 

Salford to understand their level of personal vulnerability and 

how they can protect themselves. 

https://www.salford.gov.uk/people-communities-and-local-information/coronavirus/coronavirus-level-in-salford/
https://www.salford.gov.uk/people-communities-and-local-information/coronavirus/coronavirus-level-in-salford/
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2.     Introduction  

 

The Health Protection Board was set up in July 2020 in responding to COVID-19. The group have 

been meeting weekly every Thursday to consider the situation in Greater Manchester and the UK, 

and specifically the situation in Salford in terms of data, soft intelligence and the measures in place. 

Salford have continued to follow the Contain action plan and national guidance, with the public 

health team interpreting guidance for key settings overlaying the advice with practical tips and 

arrangements for COVID security. This has meant the HPB have maintained grip of the different 

programmes deployed simultaneously and have maximised the use of the rapid testing for all 

frontline staff who have continued to work outside their homes during the lockdown. 

There is more work to do to tackle health inequalities for example, in uptake of the offer of testing 

and the offer of the vaccine for eligible groups. The HPB partners have shared the resources for 

BAME groups out to communities within Salford with a particular focus on faith not just ethnicity and 

job role. 

 

There have been a total of 19,996 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Salford as of 3 February 2021 . 

In the 7 days ending 29 January, there were 645 new cases of COVID-19 in Salford, a decrease 

from previous week (864 cases). 

The health protection board have focused in December and January on the advice leading up to 

Christmas and the subsequent national lockdown, with targeting of community engagement and 

infection control advice to the outbreaks in care homes, workplaces, schools, different communities 

and age groups. Recently there has been focus in addition to: 

 People over the age of 50 years who are testing positive to let their GP know and to access 

the offer of oxygen levels monitoring through the pulse oximeters. 

 Rolling out the vaccine and rapid testing programmes 

 Ramping up the COVID risk health checks to community groups and frontline workers 

 Supporting schools and adult social care settings 

 Supporting safe discharges for the expected super surge in wave 3. 
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3.     Recommendations for action 

 

The virus continues to circulate and cluster in households in the city. Transmission is widespread in 

the community in all wards. The largest ethnicity category is ‘White British’ which was over 80% of 

cases in November is now 74-78% - this seems to indicate the communities and skey worker 

groups that first experienced the virus are now the communities where transmission is not receding 

as quickly. Cases in the working age groups are the fastest growing day by day, and recently 

experienced day by day increase in the proportion over 60 years.  

The situation remains precarious as the rate of decline in Salford has slowed down considerably 

and we are now climbing the ranks of local authorities in comparison as there have been steep 

decreases nationally. As we didn’t completely come out of the second wave before we experienced 

the third wave, we are ever more concerned that a surge of cases may trigger the fourth wave. That 

is why we are focusing so much on the rapid testing and testing to rule out COVID  for people 

who develop atypical symptoms so we can break transmission sooner. 

The Spirit of Salford helpline have continued to support people who need advice or help to self-

isolate. Call 0800 952 1000 or contact us online and someone will call you back the next working 

day. 

Community engagement 

The key message now is “We’re asking everyone to understand they have a critical role to 

play – stay at home unless carrying out essential activities, to keep rates as low as 

possible.” 

Salford’s Health Protection Board is closely monitoring the spread of the virus. It is the personal 

responsibility of each of us to follow the lockdown and get the virus back under control. The 

message is to behave as though you have the virus and be vigilant not to spread to others. Stay at 

home, wear a face covering when doing essential shopping or in other crowded 

environments and indoor public spaces, wash your hands frequently and get tested if you 

are unwell.  

Positively, so far we have vaccinated over 32,000 people in Salford across the health and social 

care workforce and over 70s. The most vulnerable people have been offered the vaccine so 

you should not delay as the next time you are reminded may be too late for you and your 

loved ones. 

When contacted, people can book at the regional centre or a local centre. After vaccination, it will 

take up to three weeks for the person to start to develop immunity. Having the vaccination should 

not change your behaviour with hands, face and space because you can still get infected and 

pass it on.  

Vaccination will prevent the severe complications and you may not even know that you are carrying 

the virus, so you must continue to protect other people. A good way to think about the vaccine is 

that it is like wearing a seatbelt – it protects you from the serious consequence of a crash but does 

not stop the crash and it does not stop you from crashing into others and hurting them. 

The vaccine is safe and effective with protection within 3 weeks of the first dose and this protection 

certainly lasts beyond 12 weeks. Your second dose will be given by the centre where you had the 

first dose, so please do not take up any other offer and we are asking people to check that their 

loved ones only attend for one vaccination now – their second dose to give them full protection will 

https://www.salford.gov.uk/people-communities-and-local-information/coronavirus/how-to-get-tested/book-a-free-rapid-coronavirus-test/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/stlukesceprimary/UploadedDocument/558717b4dfc14bb8ad8e0ff520bef1c9/salford-update-atypical-symptoms-testing-for-pupils-14.12.20.pdf
https://www.salford.gov.uk/spiritofsalford
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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be in 12 weeks’ time. Our NHS colleagues have started to vaccinate people who can’t leave their 

homes and they will be given their second dose after 12 weeks; also at home. 

The faster we can bring down the rate of infection, the sooner restrictions can be eased, and we can 

protect the important things in life; our jobs, education and seeing our loved ones. 

Every small change we make can have a huge impact. 

  
  

4.     Contextual information   

CONTACT OFFICERS: 

The Health Protection Board is chaired by Director of Public Health or Deputy Director. 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTENT HAS ALSO BEEN CONSIDERED BY:   

Ongoing weekly reports to the Health Protection Board are regularly shared as updates to the 

COVID response city partners, including education, NHS and social care settings, MPs, Health 

Scrutiny and Salford City Council Cabinet. 

 

 


